We all went to uoat island; and. climbed to top. It is very steep. On top there is a great vitrified fort of quite prehistoric times. Its walls go round a great enclosure like an Irish fort, only irregular to fit the rocky hill top. There is a natural grassy hollow like a shallow bowl in interior. The walls are only a few feet high, rough and irregular, and of course partly broken by people and by exposure generally. I have got a good specimen of the vitrified structure to bring home. It is of lumps of stone like the sizes of macadamizing stones and paving stones, but I think mostly under 3 inches thick. I did not break it off., but got it loose where it had been thrown or taken down the hill. We arranged last night that if to-day would be fine enough the Blackburns and their party would come out to the L. R. and we would all sail in the yacht to Eigg where there is the very remarkable lava top called the Scuir of Eigg. The day is wet and very windy: and I suppose we shall stay partly in the yacht and partly on shore with the Blackburns: but this will depend on the appearance of the weather later in the morning-or in the day.
The Blackburn party came on board and have kept their boatmen waiting till letters be written to send ashore: so I have written in haste. We bathe every morning. Most of us swim....
We saw some admirable drawings yesterday evening done by Mrs Blackburn. One was a drawing of a baby cuckoo shoving the other young birds older than itself out of the nest. She sketched it while the process was going on, and while she was watching the proceeding with almost breathless interest. That original sketch* she shewed us, and also a nicely coloured finished sketch picture of same, done afterwards on a paper about the size of a page of this letter. These I think are highly interesting; very few people have ever had an opportunity to see that proceeding : and of those few I am very sure no one has been such an artist as Mrs Blackburn, with such wonderful power to sieze and represent the appearance seen in its most characteristic moment...."
" Thursday Uth Sept., 2 P.M., 1871.
In Lalla RooJch, off Easdale Island, and Sell Island, Firth of Lome, in very nearly the latitude of South end of Mull.
...We set sail from Gair Loch early on Tuesday morning, with a good favourable breeze, and after great battling against strong tide flow in the Kyles where we were detained.2 hours, got almost into Tobermory Bay when the wind fell off completely, and we were becalmed, and could not get in, but remained floating
* [This sketch is published in Birds from Hoidart and Elsewhere by Mrs Hugh Blackburn : Edinburgh, David Douglas, 1895. Of. also Nature, 14 March 1872, and Lancet, 2 July 1892; also Dr Jenner, Phil. Trans. 1788, Vol. LXXVII. pp. 225, 226.]